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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Response to article published in Vol. 5, No. 1. Leiomyosarcoma of the 
cephalic vein
EDITOR — We have read the article entitled ‘Leio-
myosarcoma of the cephalic vein’ by Jefferson and
Dixon,1 published in Sarcoma Vol. 5, No 1.
Although the authors indicate that they have made
an extensive literature search, and have found only 34
cases  of  Leiomyosarcoma  of  veins  localized  to
extremities, there seems to be some cases missing.
We searched through Pubmed and found at least 22
more  cases,  published  between  1965  and  1999,
including our manuscript published in International
Orthopeadics in 19922–18. There are also two new
cases published in 2000.
Leiomyosarcoma of venous origin are rare tumors,
of  which  most  originate  from  inferior  vena  cava
(IVC).  Larger  veins  including  renal,  hepatic,  and
superior vena cava are also other common locations.
Cases of IVC localization outnumber the remainders
by more than 218 cases reported by Mingoli et al.19
in 1996, far more than the number the authors indi-
cate in their introduction.
The internet has made life easier for everyone and
we believe that it has also made literature searches
faster and more reliable than conventional methods.
Yours sincerely
Yener Saglik, M.D., 
Yusuf Yildiz, M.D. and 
Fikri Icli, M.D.
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